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WRIA 34 RCPP FY17 Talking Points 

 The second signup is now open for the Palouse Watershed (WRIA34) Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) EQIP and (NEW!) Washington State Conservation Commission 
(WSCC) cost share.  Applications are being accepted until September 30, 2016 for these 
programs, designed to help landowners and producers establish voluntary incentive-based 
conservation practices. 

 Electronic signup available at http://www.palousecd.org/rcpp-information 

 Please work with landowners and producers to determine which funding source or combination 
is appropriate for them. Things to consider about each: 

 Planning process takes longer for NRCS than WSCC projects. 

 There are fewer eligibility requirements for WSCC funding. 

 Funding may be less reliable for WSCC (only through 6/30/17 currently!~; EQIP funds are 

guaranteed.) 

 Practice hold-downs are in place for EQIP, whereas project cap of $50,000 is in place for 

WSCC. 

 WSCC ranking is more tailored to riparian buffers (see attached). 

 A year is allowed to implement NRCS projects; WSCC projects need to be implemented 
by 6/30/17. 

NEW THIS YEAR are incentives for riparian buffers to compensate for yield lost.   
Base Incentive: 

 Riparian buffer maintenance of up to $400 per acre per year actual cost through WSCC 

funds. 

 Riparian buffer maintenance for additional years (EQIP and/or WSCC as funding allows). 
 One time signing incentive payment of $200/acre for riparian forest buffer implementation 

and $100/acre for filter strip implementation. 
 

Enhanced Incentive Options: 
a) Soil Rental Rate - Incentive payment of 2x the Farm Service Agency (FSA) soil rental rate 

for riparian forest buffers and 1.5x the FSA soil rental rate for filter strips. 
b) Conservation Easement - Incentive to help landowners conserve riparian buffers and 

surrounding land in perpetuity through conservation easements (administered through the 
Palouse Land Trust) by helping fund due diligence costs, including professional surveys, 
title insurance, and a stewardship donation. 

c) Production Value - estimate of net income from production lost to acres converted to 
buffer, based on projected yield, which may be calculated by crop insurance rate or similar 
indicator (*this option will be available when adequate tool is developed, and may not be 
available for all years or contracts). 
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 WRIA 34 provides $11 million in funds over five years for: 

 250 acres of riparian buffer installation 

 45,000 acres of conservation tillage 

 520 acres of agricultural conservation easement 

 Goals are to improve soil health, water quality and wildlife habitat. 

 Landowners work with conservation planners from multiple partners to combine their diverse 
experience in soil health, water quality, and habitat to provide enhanced technical assistance 
and conservation planning to meet their conservation goals. 

 Multiple funding sources are available through the Partnership, including EQIP, CSP and WSCC.  
Planners will have access to multiple funding sources that can be combined to offer producers 
and landowners competitive conservation practice payments and incentives. RCPP EQIP 
applicants are ranking in separate pot from general EQIP. 

 Qualifying producers have the opportunity to apply for funding to implement conservation 
practices necessary to be certified through the Pacific Northwest Direct Seed Association’s 
Farmed Smart Certification, a value-added marketing opportunity for farming operations that 
meet a set of conservation standards. 

First year of WRIA 34 RCPP successes: 

 Hired 5 staff working across 5 counties and 8 conservation districts   

 Signup of 54 EQIP applications, with requests of $1 million over funds available 

 14 EQIP projects and 1 CSP project ranked high and going into contract in fall, if eligible 

 1 ACEP project with application and conservation planning complete 

 Cost-shared around 7500 direct seed acres through significant contribution 

 Implemented over 150 riparian buffer acres through significant contribution 

 This is a total of over 13,000 acres direct seed and over 190 acres of riparian buffers 

 Equivalent to almost 10,000 football fields or 8 WSU campuses 

Practice in acres Committed over 5 years Significant contribution EQIP* Total % complete 

Direct seed 45,000 7,500 5,620 13,120 29% 

Riparian buffer 250 150 41 191 76% 

*pending eligibility and contract 

 

 Partners have provided over $2 million in significant contribution of technical and financial 

assistance to support deliverables above and additional benefits to water quality, soil health, 

and habitat in the Palouse Watershed: 

 Maintained over 16 riparian buffers and wetlands  

 Implemented grazing and cover crops project 

 Cost-shared for precision agriculture 

 Helped 14 producers become Farmed Smart certified 

 Water quality monitoring in Thorn and Kamiache Creeks 
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  Further legislative support over the next two biennia is essential to retain planners and 

monitoring; to continue incentives, implementation and maintenance of riparian buffers; 

and to recruit and support producers and landowners 

Contact your local Conservation District, NRCS office, or Palouse Conservation District at 509-332-4101 
for more information. 
 
 


