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To be an eligible applicant for conservation programs with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a producer 
must self-certify written control of the land at the time of 
application using the corresponding legal description and land 
control questions on the  NRCS-CPA-1200 Conservation 
Program Application.Control means possession of the land by 
ownership, written lease, or other legal agreement. Control 
provides the producer authority to act as decision maker for 
the day-to-day management of the operation – from the time of 
application through the performance period of the contract.

Eligibility
NRCS determines ownership using the Producer Farm Data 
Report form provided by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).

If the producer is the sole owner or owner/operator NRCS will 
certify compliance utilizing the FSA Producer Farm Data report.
If the producer is a tenant, they must establish land control for 
the required period of the contracts. Written leases or other 
legal agreements will require:

• A description of the land such as FSA Farm and Tract
number or tax parcel number and a map with identifying
information such as the labeled FSA Farm and Tract map or
labeled tax parcel map.

• A statement of control from the landowner, for example:
“I certify that I am the legal owner of the Farm(s) and
Tract(s), and the person or entity will have control of this
land for the time period specified for the sole purpose of
participating in a USDA-NRCS financial assistance program.

• Specific years under for which control is granted.

• The owner’s signature and date.

When a land unit in the contract has multiple owners, only 
one is required to sign.  However, when a contract contains 
multiple land units, each with a different owner, all must sign.

Where the specific program regulation allows, the NRCS  State 
Conservationist may waive this requirement for Tribal land and 
other unique cases where a written lease is not customarily 
used and sufficient assurance of control is documented.
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For purposes of verification, NRCS will 
randomly select 5% of participants in the 
year of obligation who have self-certified 
land control. In addition, NRCS will conduct 
verification of all other participants when 
it receives a complaint or otherwise has 
information that the participant’s self-
certification is incorrect.

Participant’s Responsibility
It is the participant’s responsibility to provide
documentation of control if requested by the
NRCS. NRCS will verify that land under
contract is under the participant’s control. If
the participant is a tenant on the land, the
proof of control must be dated before the
date of contract obligation in order for the
self-certification to be valid. NRCS will use the
FSA Producer Farm Data Report form and/or
county assessor records for the year of
obligation to verify land ownership.

Without valid control, a producer faces 
contract violation, which may result in contract 
termination. Penalties could range from
removal of the land from the contract with
repayment of financial assistance (cost share),
to termination of the contract for cause with
repayment of financial assistance (cost share)
and possible liquidated damages of up to 10%
of the contract obligation, in accordance with
the program regulation and the terms of the 
NRCS-CPA-1202 contract appendix).

If changes in control occur, such as changes 
in ownership or an owner removes you as 
operator during the contract period, contact 
your local NRCS office immediately. 




