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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 19, 2015
Contact: Jennifer Boie, Palouse Conservation District, 509-332-4101, jenniferpcd@palousecd.org
$11 million in conservation funding secured to 
improve water quality, soil health, and habitat through the 
Palouse River Watershed Partnership 
Pullman, January 19, 2015-  USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announced that the Palouse River Watershed (WRIA 34) Implementation Partnership would receive $5.5 million to complement the $5.5 million in significant contributions from regional partners dedicated to improve water quality, soil health, and habitat in the Palouse River Watershed.  Altogether, funding for the partnership will direct $11 million to innovative conservation projects in the Palouse River Watershed over the next five years.  The award from NRCS comes as part of the new Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) that was authorized in the 2014 Farm Bill.
RCPP’s significant focus on public-private partnership enables private companies, local communities and other non-government partners to invest in efforts to keep our land resilient and water clean, improve wildlife habitat, and promote tremendous economic growth in agriculture, construction, tourism and outdoor recreation, and other industries.          

Washington State Governor Jay Inslee has put forth matching funds in his recent capital budget proposal to the Legislature.  Funding would assist in the implementation of the conservation projects authorized by RCPP.
“We are very excited to have this opportunity to work in partnership to amplify conservation efforts in the Palouse River Watershed in Idaho and Washington.   Working together, we will improve water quality, soil health, and habitat,” said Palouse Conservation District Director, Jennifer Boie.  “The Palouse Watershed RCPP Partnership will help producers meet conservation goals by providing voluntary incentive-based alternatives to install win-win conservation practices that improve producer operations, conserve natural resources, and meet water quality needs.”
Funding provided under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program will allow for an orchestrated effort resulting in greater efficiency of conservation delivery and implementation.  The end result of increased partner efficiencies will be more funding going to voluntary incentive based conservation on the ground.  Partner contributions combined with NRCS funds bring 11 million dollars to the local economy.  The funds to landowners get reinvested locally and funds for technical assistance and on the ground projects provide good jobs within the local community.

The story of the Palouse River Watershed (WRIA 34) Implementation Partnership has its roots in the Watershed Planning Act passed by the Washington State Legislature in 1998.  The Watershed Planning Act was passed to provide an opportunity for citizens to develop and implement locally based solutions to watershed issues.  In the early 2000s, local citizens in the Palouse River Watershed started down the long path of deciding local priorities for natural resources conservation and water 
quality protection.  The Palouse River Watershed (WRIA 34) Implementation Partnership builds on the hard work of local citizens by coordinating funding to implement the conservation actions identified through the watershed planning process.

The multi-state partnership is led by the Palouse Conservation District and includes the following 16 partners: 
· Palouse Conservation District 

· Palouse Rock Lake Conservation District

· Latah Soil and Water Conservation District

· Whitman Conservation District

· Pine Creek Conservation District

· Adams Conservation District

· Lincoln Conservation District

· Spokane Conservation District

· The Washington State Conservation Commission 

· The Department of Ecology

· The Palouse Land Trust

· The Pacific NW Direct Seed Association

· Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

· Washington State University

· University of Idaho

· The Nez Perce Tribe

Partners are working together to address local conservation concerns in the Palouse River Watershed in Washington and Idaho through voluntary incentive based approaches.  The partnership highlights the efforts of landowners and cooperators who work hard every day to put conservation on the ground.  While there have been great gains in conservation over the past decades, this partnership will provide private landowners the coordination and additional funding necessary to turn the dial for natural resource improvements by way of increased soil health, water quality and habitat.  Private landowners interested in working through the partnership will make the following goals possible:

· minimize soil erosion on farm fields by working with operators to enroll over 50,000 acres in conservation tillage designed to reduce soil erosion by up to 95% 

· establish approximately 300 acres of native trees and shrubs along approximately 35 miles of streams and rivers to act as a buffer to reduce sedimentation, lower water temperatures and filter out pollutants.  In addition to improving water quality, these projects are expected to benefit fish and wildlife habitat, including four fish species of concern that are listed under the Endangered Species Act.

· prevent the conversion of working farmlands to non-agriculture uses on 520 acres of prime farmland through permanent conservation easements 

Innovative components of the project include promotion of the Farmed SMART Certification program through partnership with Pacific NW Direct Seed Association, which offers farmers the opportunity to certify that their crops have been produced using a set of conservation standards.  This certification program provides producers with access to environmental markets and value added marketing opportunities.  The Farmed SMART certification program has been developed with the help of the WA Department of Ecology.  DOE recognizes the overall environmental benefits of direct seed practices for water quality and soil health and has acknowledged that Farmed SMART certification meets and/or addresses several state water quality requirements.  The Farmed SMART Certification program has the potential to become a model for all of agriculture to follow by proactively working with agencies and industry to achieve conservation goals while implementing NRCS practices across the landscape.  

To track the effectiveness of conservation activities, the partnership will establish a watershed-wide monitoring effort which encourages landowner involvement in monitoring of natural resource conservation improvements.  

For more information on how to participate in partnership activities, contact:

Jennifer Boie, Palouse Conservation District, 509-332-4101, jenniferpcd@palousecd.org.

For more information on RCPP projects, visit: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/?cid=STELPRDB1264664.
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The Palouse Conservation District’s mission is to actively assist current and future generations of land managers (rural and urban) in implementing conservation practices by providing educational, technical, and financial assistance.

