
DON JENKINS/CAPITAL PRESSPalouse Conservation District Director 
Jennifer Boie talks Jan. 16 at the governor’s office in Olympia 
about an $11 million initiative to preserve farmland in the 
Paulouse River watershed. The National Resources 
Conservation Service awarded funding for the project and four 
other conservation efforts in Washington. With Boie are Palouse 
Land Trust Executive Director Amy Trujillo and Palouse-Rock 
Lake Conservation District coordinator Dan Harwood.
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 

announces funding for conservation 

projects from new Farm Bill program.

Five Washington projects to preserve 

farmland, help fish runs and prevent soil 

erosion will receive $23 million in federal 

funding, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

announced Jan. 16.

The money will be matched by conservation 

districts, tribes, nonprofit organizations and 

other groups involved in the projects.

“We’re talking about $46 million coming to 

the state of Washington,” said NRCS State 

Conservationist Roylene Rides at the Door. 

“We as a federal agency can’t do this alone.”

The federal funding comes from a new 

program created in the 2014 Farm Bill. 

Project organizers talked about their initiatives at a press conference in the governor’s office in Olympia.

The projects are:
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• The Palouse Conservation District will lead an effort to save cropland, repair riparian habitat, prevent soil 

erosion and reward farmers for taking conservation measures over 3,300 square miles in the Palouse River 

watershed in Eastern Washington and Idaho. The federal government will contribute $5.5 million.

Work will include planting trees and shrubs along streams. Farmers will be compensated for giving up the right 

to convert farmland to other purposes. More than a dozen groups are involved in the Palouse River Watershed 

Implementation Partnership.

• Trout Unlimited will lead the Upper Columbia Irrigation Enhancement Project to make irrigation systems more 

efficient in north-central Washington. The work will put more water in streams for fish, according to project 

organizers. The federal government will contribute $1.9 million.

• The Washington State Conservation Commission will lead an effort to improve water quality and habitat for 

endangered fish species in the Puget Sound. NRCS will contribute $9 million. Work will be carried out in a large 

swath of the Puget Sound, northwest Washington and the Olympic Peninsula.

• The Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakima Nation will receive $4.6 million from the NRCS for water 

quality and fish habitat projects on the Yakima Indian Reservation.

The work will benefit many species of fish and plants, according to the tribe.

• The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation will receive $2 million to reduce soil erosion and stream 

sediment by repairing or removing stream crossings, decommissioning forest roads, installing road drainage 

and protecting wetlands.

The work will improve range conditions for wild horses and habitat for the sharp-tailed grouse and Columbia 

River redband trout, according to organizers.

The five projects were selected from 23 applicants in Washington. Nationwide, NRCS awarded $370 million to 

115 projects.
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