
Soil Health Monitoring on the Palouse! 
 

The Palouse Conservation District’s Research and Monitoring team has been working 
across the Palouse River Watershed to examine land management practices that pro-
mote healthy soils.  With guidance from local producers, our team has identified 15 
sampling locations from Pullman to Dusty under various forms of management.  The 
management types include: conventional tillage, mulch tillage, no-till, no-till with a 
cover crop roation, no-till with cover crops and grazing, CRP, native Palouse prairie, 
and restored Palouse prairie.  Within these fields samples are collected in multiple 

locations at four depths (0-6in, 6-12in, 12-24in and 24-36in) 
and then composited (mixed) for each depth to represent the 
entire field.  The samples are then processed and sent to three 
labs that will generate data from 1) traditional soil tests includ-
ing N, P, K, organic matter, CEC, and other macro nutrients; 
2) the Haney Test which is a suite of tests that provide a soil 
health score and; 3) an advanced biology test that examines 
the microbiological communities in the soil.   
The ultimate goals of the program are to identify regional spe-
cific indicators of soil health for the Palouse River Watershed 

and to work with producers and landowners to identify changes in management that can 
improve soil health. The program will continue through the spring of 2020 so If you are 
interested in having your soil tested or would like more information please contact 

Ryan Boylan, PCD Research and Monitoring Coordinator, at ryanb@palousecd.org. 

Photos taken by Ryan Boylan 
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Direct Seed Incentive Program Growing Support for Palouse River Watershed 
Conservation Programs 
Farmers and landowners are leading the way to implement 
conservation practices on their working lands  

The Palouse River Watershed Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP) is a collaborative effort be-
tween local, state, and federal groups to 
help landowners establish voluntary 
incentive-based conservation practices 
on their working lands that enhance 
producer operations, while improving 
soil and water health and increasing 
wildlife habitat. Whether producers and 
landowners are interested in no-till or 
minimum till practices, filter strips, ri-
parian buffers, soil sampling, or offsite 
water or fencing for livestock, RCPP 
partners can help find financial assis-
tance to address their resource con-
cerns. 
 

Applications are being accepted now 
until June 30th for the third RCPP sig-
nup to fund top-ranked projects in 2018 
and 2019. Funds are available for land-
owners and producers in Whitman, Adams, Lincoln, and Spokane Counties in Washington, and parts of Latah 
County in Idaho that are within the Palouse River Watershed.  In the first two years of the RCPP program, 
landowners and operators have received cost-share funding to implement 22,314 acres of residue management 
(minimum till seeding); 150 acres of filter strips, field borders or riparian buffers; 12,460 acres of precision 
nutrient management; and 42 acres of conservation easements. Across the nation, there is growing support for 
collaborative programs like RCPP, and the on-the-ground resource impacts for landowners, farmers and 
ranchers that would otherwise be difficult to implement without support from multiple conservation partners. 
Washington State Representative Mary Dye says, “The efforts of the RCPP are indicative of a deep respect for 
the values of landowners whose lives exemplify a long-term commitment to the health of their land.” 
 

The RCPP Partners will be also hosting a tour of the Palouse on July 10th to see first-hand examples of funded 
projects, including a direct seeded farm with riparian buffers, fencing and off-site watering for livestock pro-
ducers, riparian buffers, a Farmed Smart certified farm, and live-stream data from monitoring efforts that have 
tracked impacts to soil and water health from implementation of conservation practices like these. 
 

Doug Schuster, a Whitman County farmer, says, “the conservation district has provided guidance on mini-
mum till practices for me, helped fund a no till drill, and provides financial incentives to continue using best 
management practices on my farm. The word I would use to describe the district is: approachable. There is 
always a mountain of paperwork involved in the programs offered, but Dan - Palouse Rock-Lake Conserva-
tion District Manager - helps to manage the load. These people don’t want to ‘tell you how to farm’, they want 
to encourage farmers to try different practices.” 
 

To apply for RCPP conservation cost-share assistance, to learn more about the program, or to sign up for the 
tour, call or visit your local Conservation District or NRCS office, Pacific Northwest Direct Seed Association, 
the Palouse Land Trust, or call the Palouse Conservation District at 509-332-4101. 



 

Save the date! 
 

Palouse Watershed Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program 

(RCPP) Tour 2017 

July 10th 
Depart: 8am Pullman / 9am St. John  

Return: 3:30pm Pullman / 3:10 pm St. John 

 

Proposed agenda: 

• Livestock offsite water, fencing, and planting 

• Farmed Smart certified farm with direct seed farm 
and working buffers 

• Paired watershed monitoring program  

• Steptoe Butte Palouse Prairie remnant 

• Native riparian and wildlife plantings  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please RSVP to Laura Heinse by June 23rd: 
laurah@palousecd.org 509-332-4101 x 105 

 

mailto:laurah@palousecd.org?subject=Palouse%20Watershed%20RCPP%20Tour
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Many thanks to our hardworking PCD Field Crew! 

The PCD field crew has had a busy season so far! From the first snowy day on February 27th to our current 
sunny weather, the crew has planted at more than 15 sites between Palouse CD and Palouse Rock Lake CD. 
In total, over 18,000 willows and 20,000 bare root plants and plugs have been put on the ground so far!!! 
 
Native plants in the mix this year included: Colorado blue spruce, Ponderosa pine, western larch, Oregon 
grape, quaking aspen, caragana, mock orange, Rocky Mountain maple, mountain alder, black cottonwood, 
black hawthorn, blue elderberry, red-osier dogwood, serviceberry, snowberry, water birch, Woods’ rose, 
Nootka rose, chokecherry, bitter cherry, golden currant, and Pacific ninebark. The crew spent some time 

wading in the water after this wet, wet winter, 
installing stakes of coyote, Drummond, Mac-
kenzie, Pacific, peachleaf, and Bebb’s willows.  
 
This impressive, well-rounded team consists of 
Rob Schmidt (Pacific NW), Maria Garcia 
(Western US), Lonnie Carlson (ID), Jason 
Chaffey (MT), Fin Kaeka (MA), Emily Lewis 
(OH) and Bryana Cope (WA), all of whom have 
persistently committed to creating a more di-
verse, natural, healthy riparian landscape within 
the Palouse region. Be on the lookout for the 
completed restoration sites and bank stabiliza-
tion project along Paradise Creek! As we head 
into maintenance season, the crew will be tack-
ling stands of invasive poison hemlock, tansy, 
thistle, wormwood, and other weed infestations 
through July. If you have any funded late sum-
mer or fall work that needs to be done, contact 
Bryana Cope at bryanac@palousecd.org and/or 
Emily Lewis at EmilyL@palousecd.org! 
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The Whitman County Voluntary Stewardship 
Program 

The Whitman County Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) Work Group is planning on submitting the VSP Work Plan to the state 
in July 2017. Learn more about the Voluntary Stewardship Program and how you can get involved. 

 

 
The Voluntary Stewardship Program, also known as VSP, is a non-regulatory program intended to balance nat-
ural resources protection on agricultural lands while preserving agricultural viability. Many farmers in the 
County are already conducting stewardship strategies and practices that promote agricultural viability while 
also providing protections to critical areas. Under VSP, farmers and ranchers in the County can use volunteer 
efforts to avoid additional regulatory controls.  
 

Success of VSP depends upon participation by producers in this program, and continued implementation of 
conservation practices on agricultural lands. In Fall 2016, Whitman County assembled a VSP Work Group 
comprised of agricultural producers, local government elected officials and staff, agency representatives, and 
interest groups to develop the County’s VSP Work Plan. Instead of applying critical areas regulations on agri-
cultural lands, the VSP allows the Work Group to work closely with landowners and stakeholders (through 
conservation districts or other technical assistance leads) to document existing stewardship strategies and prac-
tices implemented since 2011 (the effective date of VSP) and develop additional voluntary, farm-specific stew-
ardship plans to further protect and enhance critical areas while protecting agricultural viability. 
 

The VSP Work Group has prepared a draft VSP Work Plan and will be conducting outreach and education ac-
tivities throughout the Work Plan implementation process. The VSP Work Plan is designed to provide back-
ground information on critical areas in the County, define agricultural viability, describe existing stewardship 
strategies and practices being implemented, and identify additional voluntary measures producers can imple-
ment to protect critical areas and promote farm or ranch viability.   
 

Five critical areas will be addressed 
through the VSP planning process: 
1) wetlands; 2) fish and wildlife 
habitat conservation areas; 3) criti-
cal aquifer recharge areas; 4) geo-
logic hazards; and 5) frequently 
flooded areas. Some of these criti-
cal areas provide important func-
tions and values, such as fish and 
wildlife habitat, protecting drinking 
water quality, and others focus on 
protecting lands and structures 
from environmental hazards such 
as flooding, erosion, or landslides. 
 

The VSP Work Group is planning 
on completing and submitting the 
Work Plan to the state in July 2017. 
The Whitman County VSP 
webpage includes additional infor-
mation on VSP and can be ac-
cessed here: http://
www.whitmancounty.org/
Page.aspx?pn=Planning+Division.  Map provided on VSP fact sheet accessed through Whitman County VSP webpage  

http://www.whitmancounty.org/Page.aspx?pn=Planning+Division
http://www.whitmancounty.org/Page.aspx?pn=Planning+Division
http://www.whitmancounty.org/Page.aspx?pn=Planning+Division
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The Board of Supervisors meets monthly on the  
2nd Tuesday of each month (call or check our website for 

meeting time/location)   
 

Board of Supervisors                                                    
Larry Cochran, Chair (1990)                                                        

Chris Heitstuman (1998) 
Keith Kopf (1997)                                                                  

Mark Whitmore (1998)                                                           
Joan Folwell (2010) 

 

Associate Board Members                                       
Greg Jones (1992)                                                                                                            

 

District Staff 
Jennifer Boie, District Administrator 
Laura Heinse, Conservation Partnership Manager 
Bradley Johnson, WRIA 35 Watershed Manager 
Pam Furchtenicht, Administrative Coordinator  
Randy Stevens, CREP Coordinator 
Drew Schuldt, Natural Resource Coordinator  
Hannah Liss, Outreach and Natural Resource Specialist 
Tami Stubbs, Conservation Agriculture and Farmed Smart 
Coordinator 
Janesse Julson, Conservation Planner 
Ryan Boylan, Research and Monitoring Coordinator 
Lovina Englund, Agriculture Resources Coordinator 
Andrea Watts, Research and Monitoring Technician 
Bryana Cope, Field Crew Lead 
Susan Ellis, Archaeologist 
Jon Meyer, Archaeologist 
Stephen Johnson, RCPP Coordinator 
James Riser, Botanist 

 

Be sure to visit our webpage!   

Though our webpage has undergone many changes, 
our address remains the same!  Take a peek at 

www.palousecd.org. 

If you would like to switch to our e-newsletter, please 
add your email address to our contact list by visiting 
our webpage, calling the district, or sending an email 

to palousecd@palousecd.org! 

Protect valuable natural resources and 
improve your land and/or operation 

Palouse Conservation District has cost-share 
available for projects that improve soil health, 

reduce erosion, improve grazing lands, establish 
or enhance native vegetation, restore riparian 

areas, improve wildlife habitat... 

 

Projects must meet NRCS standards and specs 

Call today to start a cost-share 
application (509)332-4101 

 

You’re invited! 
 

Please join us on the 2017 
Palouse Watershed Regional  

Conservation Partnership  
Program Tour (details inside) 

 

July 10th 

9:00AM-3:30 PM 


